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 If you could have anything that you 
wanted – without restriction, what would you 
want? I know that it probably varies by “ages 
and stages” of our lives, but I’m sure we could 
think of a few pretty cool things. I’m thinking 
that a new Chevy full-size pickup would be 
pretty cool right now. Previously, I wanted a 
Mustang. 

 A young Solomon had that opportunity 
when God spoke to him, “Ask what you wish 
Me to give you.” (1 Kings 3; 2 Chronicles 1). We 
can read the answer and watch the misapplica-
tion of Solomon’s use of that gift throughout his 
life. 

 Sometimes things come easier than 
they should, and we don’t appreciate them. 
Sometimes when we skip steps we lose the val-
ue of the process. I’m learning to seek lessons 
more than blessings. 

 I was talking with some friends over 
breakfast recently and I was sharing how I’ve 
been going through the Old Testament proph-
ets (yeah, I know, I’m weird) and I was halted 
at Isaiah’s calling from chapter 6. Here was 
God’s prophet of his generation, probably 
wanting nothing more than to fulfill his calling 
and preach a call to repentance to his sinful 
nation. 

 In verse 9, God finally commands him, 
“Go and tell this people…” Finally, that only 
took five chapters! 

 But, we shouldn’t be too quick and miss 
the lesson before the blessing. 

 First, there had to be genuine repent-
ance. In verse 5, Isaiah states that he is a ruined 
man standing before God and the primary rea-
son that he states is that he is a man of unclean 
lips who lives among a people of unclean lips. 
What a powerful statement! While we don’t 
know for sure what he means by that (cursing, 
lying, etc.), we can plainly see from his own ad-

mission that he is no different from the sinners 
around him. How could he think that he could 
preach holiness when he himself wasn’t sepa-
rated from the sinful lifestyles of the people 
around him?  

 I don’t have to think long and hard 
about why I don’t have that new truck that I 
think God would clearly want me to have, or in 
the timing that I’m ready for them before I real-
ize that there was probably something within 
me that would’ve wasted or disrespected the 
gift anyway. 

 So, first there is the need for repent-
ance. “Forgive me, Lord…” then comes readi-
ness. Not the readiness that we think – “OK, I’m 
ready for what I want now.”, but the readiness 
to humbly and joyfully receive what He is giv-
ing (in His wisdom) in the time and manner in 
which He gives it.  

 Isaiah had his mouth touched with 
coals from the altar and his speech was clean 
and different than those around him. His iniqui-
ty was taken away and he could demonstrate a 
new life. His sin was forgiven, and he could 
share a new hope with others during a desper-
ate time. Now he had something to say that God 
would approve and bless. 

 I’ve said before that sometimes God’s 
silence to our prayers is not really “No”, but 
rather, “Not yet” or “Not like that.” I’m seeking 
the lesson more than the blessing. 

 How about you? What lesson could you 
learn from this season right where you are? I’d 
love to hear about your journey. 
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