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Last month I thought I would spend a few weeks 
in the short book of Jude and see what the Lord 
had for me. Here’s where He took me as I thought 
about a season of my own journey. 

I worked for a brief season at an automotive mo-
bility shop. Having worked for over twenty-five 
years in automotive service I thought it would be 
such an easy transition that it would be more like 
putting a new lid on the same old cup. As I men-
tioned, I worked there briefly; “the dance,” as I 
called it, was too complex for me and I could not 
make that transition. 

You see, in that shop, people weren’t coming in 
for oil, tire and brake changes that I was familiar 
with. They were seeking automotive equipment to 
be installed on their vehicles, that while allowing a 
wheel chair bound individual a new freedom as 
passenger or even driver, often interfered with 
originally installed safety equipment (air bags, 
brake and gas pedals, etc). 

I learned a new phrase at that shop – “There are 
many steps to this dance.” And every one of them 
was necessary or else we couldn’t (legally) move 
on to the next step. So, the customer would first 
need medical evaluations to verify the need and 
type of equipment. The sales department would 
then need to verify which equipment would fit 
that need and be able to physically fit and func-
tion in the type of vehicle that they had. Then the 
finance department would need to verify who was 
paying the tremendous costs of the equipment to 
be installed. Next, they would come to the service 
department who would have to order and sched-
ule the assembly and installation of the equip-
ment. Then, my job, was to verify that all the 
steps had been done – in order, that the equip-
ment fit the need and finish “production” with a 
detailed, 19-page report to file with NHTSA.  

That may have seemed easy as I summarized it, 
but there were many steps to that dance that 
affected the safety and welfare of the passengers 
in that vehicle and the ones around it while on the 
road. The fitment had to be in order and correct 

the first time.  If something wasn’t right, too much 
could go wrong. The fitment had to be in order 
and correct. 

Jude, the brother of James and half-brother of 
Jesus wrote to unknown-to-us readers a great 
letter of instruction and encouragement in which 
he addresses them as “sanctified by God the Fa-
ther, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called…” 

The fitment must be in order and correct. 

I love the KJV ordering of these three “steps,” In 
all that I do and hope to be, am I first and fore-
most sanctified (loved and separated for) by God 
the Father? Regardless of resources, experience 
and situations and even outcomes – do I know 
that I am loved and separated for and by God to 
be with Him? 

“Through many dangers, toils and snares,” have I 
wrestled as old Jacob to secure my safety and pro-
vision or learned yet that I am always preserved – 
kept in and by Jesus (John 17:11-12).  

And then, from deep within the security of the 
Father’s love and Savior’s keeping, can I fully re-
spond to His calling. I can speak in genuine love 
and kindness to those who hate me, because He 
loves me. I can walk “through the valley of the 
shadow of death” without fear or anxiety because 
He will keep me to the end (Hebrews 13:5). 

I must admit that I’ve not always kept these in 
order; but I’m growing in His grace and making 
the missteps fewer and farther apart. 

The fitment must be in order and correct to enjoy 
this dance of our sojourning here. 

How about you, friend? I’d love to hear about 
your journey as well. 

          Better Together, 

Andy 
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