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Andy Bashwinger 

 “There are many steps to this dance.” And 
the dance continues… 

 Several years ago, my son and daughter-in
-law announced their coming marriage and asked 
if I would perform the ceremony. I have been 
through a few pre-marital counseling sessions and 
ceremonies, so I felt OK about that (if I could keep 
myself from choking up and crying). But there is 
this “dancing” thing that happens at weddings – 
that frightens me! 

 My wife and I started to learn a few basic 
dances so that I wouldn’t struggle too much while 
dancing with my daughter-in-law in front of every-
one and so that we could enjoy ourselves as well. 
There are many steps to a dance, sometimes. 

 Our favorite move was “the cuddle”. It’s 
more like a hug and there’s plenty of videos avail-
able to see this move. We used it not just as a 
“hug”, but to stop for a moment to get our 
rhythm back in step. 

 Jude, in verse 2 of his letter, offers three 
steps – or stops, every follower of Christ needs to 
get our rhythm back in step with what God is do-
ing in and through us. 

 

“May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to 
you.” 

  

 Mercy (Gr. Eleos) is the benefit which is the 
result of the compassion and kindness of an-
other. A blessing from a source outside of our-
selves, and probably not attainable otherwise. 

 Peace (Gr. Eirene) is that state of tranquility 
and unity. It is not dependent upon and often 
not affected by what is external, but a living 
and renewing source within us. 

 Love (Gr. Agape) is the generous and benevo-
lent affection given for the blessing of the re-
ceiver, not the giver. 

 

 God is the Source of these eternal and 
abiding gifts to us. Jude prayed not only that they 
would exist in the believer’s life, but that they 
would be multiplied. Where sin would seek to 
subtract and divide, the Gospel adds and multi-
plies! 

 Aren’t these great stops in a follower of 
Christ’s journey? Stop and get our rhythm back. 
Stop and get in step with what God is doing in and 
through us.  

 And these are not the means, but the 
ends. These are not “payment for services ren-
dered” to or on-behalf-of the kingdom of God. 
They are not the carrot on the stick to get us to do 
more, be more. They are the natural out-flowing 
of abiding in Him – resting on His lap and watch-
ing His will unfold. 

 What if we woke up this morning seeking 
first to feel His mercy? His peace? His love?  

 God is less interested in where we go for 
Him, what we do for Him, etc. He is paying atten-
tion to our relationship with Him. 

 What are we offering to those in relation-
ship with us today? Our stress, anxiety, anger or 
fear? Or, are we receiving from the Father 
through Christ and sharing by the Spirit with those 
around us the goodness of God? 

 I want to offer a basket of fruit (Galatians 
5:22-23) to everyone I meet today. Let’s stop and 
get our rhythm in step with God’s and enjoy this 
beautiful dance of many steps. 

 What do you think? 
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